
 

 

 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 
The next ENVI Committee meeting 
will take place in Brussels on 27-28 
February 2017. 
 
We will vote on a draft opinion 
concerning the Budgetary Control 
of financing NGOs from the EU 
Budget. We will also consider the 
draft opinion on fertilisers and the 
amendments tabled to the report 
on binding annual green-house 
gas emission reductions by 
Member States from 2021 to 

2030. Moreover, we will exchange views with the Commission on the 
Environmental Implementation Review, on Food Defense, and on a 
simplified procedure for the import of commodities for human 
consumption from Canada. On 28 February, the Global Rare Disease 
Day, we will exchange views with the Commission to mark this very 
important date. 
 
Adina-Ioana Vălean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 
Votes: 

   Budgetary Control of financing NGOs from the EU Budget 
 

Considerations: 

 Laying down rules on the making available on the market of CE 
marked fertilising products 

 Management, conservation and control measures applicable in 
the Convention Area of the International Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 

 EU guarantee to the European Investment Bank against losses 
under financing operations supporting investment projects 
outside the Union 

 A longer lifetime for products: benefits for consumers and 
companies 

 Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by Member 
States from 2021 to 2030 for a resilient Energy Union and to meet 
commitments under the Paris Agreement 

 

Exchange of views with the Commission: 

 Communication on the Environmental Implementation Review 

 Food Defence 

 Implementing Decision on a simplified procedure for amending 
the list of establishments in Canada from which Member States 
are authorised to import commodities for human consumption 

 Global Rare Disease Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
9 March 2017 (Brussels) 
See also the 2017 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can 
also download the extracts of speeches. 

 
More information 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

 

Subscription 

If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your 
contact details and the subject "newsletter" to envi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for ENVI committee press 
releases or for media enquiries, please write to envi-
press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and 
workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-Economy-
Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings 
summarising information related to topical subjects. Find the latest 
updates via the links briefings and blog.  
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VOTES 

Budgetary Control of financing NGOs from the EU 
Budget  
Vote on draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

The rapporteur stresses the vital role that NGOs play in the life of EU 
citizens and the protection of their interests. The Commission should 
therefore foster the independence of NGOs and promote public 
involvement. The rapporteur welcomes the existence of an EU 
financial transparency system, but insists on better information about 
the funding of NGOs in order to improve public understanding. This 
could be achieved by setting up a public register and a single portal of 
EU-funded NGOs, giving details about paid subsidies and their 
purpose. The Commission should regularly assess the way in which EU 
funds are administered by the NGOs and funding should be 
proportional to other available sources. 
 
Rapporteur: D'Ornano (ENF) 

Shadows: Gieseke (EPP), Zoffoli (S&D), Girling (ECR), Selimovic (ALDE), Konečná 

(GUE), Javor (Greens/EFA) 

 

CONSIDERATIONS 

Laying down rules on the making available on the 
market of CE marked fertilising products  
Consideration on draft opinion (see meeting documents) 

Fertilising products are used 
mainly in agriculture for feeding 
plants and improving plant 
growth. The use of fertilisers 
delivers benefits thanks in 
particular to increased crop 
yields, but also poses challenges 
to the environment, public 

health and food safety. In March 2016, the Commission put forward a 
legislative proposal on fertilising products, which covers a wider range 
of products compared to Fertilisers Regulation 2003/2003, and sets 
limits on heavy metals and contaminants. The contaminant cadmium, 
present in phosphate rock, gives rise to particular concerns as it can 
accumulate in soils, transfer to foodstuffs and lead to adverse effects 
on health, soil biodiversity and groundwater quality. The Commission 
proposes a gradual reduction of the maximum level of cadmium. 

Whereas IMCO is the lead committee, ENVI has exclusive competence 
on the issue of contaminants. The ENVI rapporteur tabled 142 
amendments. She considers that the protection of human and animal 
health and of the environment should be prioritised but also balanced 
with possible socio-economic impacts, and that food security must be 
safeguarded. On cadmium, the rapporteur argues that the maximum 
limit should remain fixed at 60mg/kg of phosphorus, and that the 
Commission should assess the impact of this limit after 12 years of 
application. In addition, the rapporteur stresses that the rules 
applicable to different fertilisers should be harmonised, terms and 

definitions should be improved, and that clearer labelling 
requirements are needed. 
 
Rapporteur: Gardini (EPP) 

Shadows: Poc (S&D), Nicholson (ECR), Federley (ALDE), Eck (GUE), Häusling 

(Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD), Goddyn (ENF) 

Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by 
Member States from 2021 to 2030 for a resilient Energy 
Union and to meet commitments under the Paris 
Agreement 
Consideration of amendments (see meeting documents) 

This proposal is the follow-
up to the Effort Sharing 
Decision 406/2009/EC 
which established national 
emission targets for 
Member States in the non-
ETS sectors between 2013 
and 2020. It complements 
the Commission proposal of 

July 2015 to reform the EU Emissions Trading System, as it lays down 
binding greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction targets for Member 
States from 2021 to 2030 for the non-ETS sectors, i.e. transport, 
buildings, agriculture and waste. These national targets contribute to 
the overall EU target of at least 40% GHG emission reduction by 2030, 
as well as to the commitments under the Paris Agreement of 
December 2015. The non-ETS sectors will need to reduce emissions 
by 30% by 2030 compared to 2005. In addition to differentiated, GDP-
related national reduction targets for 2030, the Commission proposes 
a number of flexibilities.  

In addition to the rapporteur’s 34 amendments, 249 amendments 
were tabled in ENVI. They focus on the starting point for the emission 
reductions trajectory, on the long-term emission reductions trajectory 
to 2050 and on flexibilities. Several amendments aim at adjusting 
Article 7 towards the level of LULUCF credits that may be taken into 
account for compliance with national targets. A significant number of 
amendments address the possible inclusion of managed forest land in 
the LULUCF flexibility. Several amendments deal with the level of  
“borrowing”, i.e. the use of emission allocations from the following 
year, in order to help Member States meet their targets in the first 
years, and of the use of ETS allowances for non-ETS compliance. 
 
Rapporteur: Gerbrandy (ALDE) 

Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Dalli (S&D), Duncan (ECR), Konečná (GUE), Eickhout 

(Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD), Jalkh (ENF) 

 

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Commission Communication on the EU Environmental 
Implementation Review: Common challenges and how 
to combine efforts to deliver better results 

Better implementation has long been a political priority of the ENVI 
Committee. The Commission published its Communication on the 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58758/Elisabetta_GARDINI.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1318/JAMES_NICHOLSON_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124989/FREDRICK_FEDERLEY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124863/STEFAN_ECK_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96752/MARTIN_HAUSLING_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/21331/SYLVIE_GODDYN_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/ENVI/ENVI(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958115
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124970/MIRIAM_DALLI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124960/IAN_DUNCAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96725/Bas_EICKHOUT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779/ELEONORA_EVI_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124770/JEAN-FRANCOIS_JALKH_home.html
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Environmental Implementation Review (EIR), together with 28 
Country reports and short fact 
sheets on the state of 
implementation, on 3 February 
2017. 

The EIR aims to support the 
objectives of existing EU 
environmental policies and 
legislation, and is part of the 

priority action on better implementation of environmental law 
outlined in the Commission 2017 Work Programme. The 
Communication addresses the policy areas of circular economy and 
waste management, nature and biodiversity, air quality and noise, and 
water quality and management. 

Food Defense 

Food defense means the 
protection of food from intentional 
contamination or adulteration by 
biological, chemical, physical, or 
radiological agents. It includes 
measures regarding prevention, 
protection, mitigation, response 
and recovery from intentional acts 
of food contamination. The WHO, 

in 2007, identified intentional food contamination as one of the main 
global health threats of the 21st century and stated that food has 
become an instrument for terrorist attacks.  

In the European food industry, food defense is a rather new concept, 
unlike in the USA where the concept of food defense originated and 
where it is extensively regulated. In the past years, incidents such as 
terrorist attacks and food fraud have contributed to the development 
and implementation of food defense systems in at least some Member 
States. In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks in 2001 in the US, the 
“Health and Security Committee” was set up in the EU. This group was 
given a formal status and assigned specific tasks in 2013, when 
Decision 1082/2013/EU on serious cross-border threats was adopted.  

At global level, the Commission also participates in the Global Health 
Security Initiative on CBRN (chemical, biological, radiological and 
nuclear) threats, working closely with the WHO and the G7+ states to 
create a global strategy for preparedness and response to potential 
health threats. However, there is no comprehensive regulation of 
food defense at EU level. In view of the rising importance of the issue, 
the objective of this exchange of views is to discuss existing EU and 
Member State policies and to hear the Commission’s point of view in 
relation to possible EU action in this area. 

Draft Implementing Decision on a simplified procedure 
for amending the list of establishments in Canada from 
which the Member States are authorised to import 
commodities for human consumption 

In 1998, the EU and Canada concluded an agreement on sanitary 

measures to protect public and animal health in respect of trade in live 
animals and animal products with the objective to facilitate bilateral 
trade. As a general rule, products may only be imported into the EU if 
they have been dispatched from and obtained or prepared in 
specifically listed establishments in accordance with Regulation (EC) 
No 854/2004. 

According to a recent recommendation by the Joint Management 
Committee, it would be appropriate to simplify the procedure for 
amending the lists of establishments in Canada from which the 
Member States are authorised to import fresh meat and fish and 
fishery products for human consumption. The draft measure, which 
follows this recommendation, received a positive opinion in the 
responsible standing committee with 27 Member States in favour. 

Global Rare Disease Day 

The last day of February each year 
is Rare Disease Day. It was 
established to raise aware-
ness about rare diseases and their 
impact on patients' lives. This 
campaign targets not only the 
general public but also policy 
makers, public authorities, 

industry representatives, researchers, health professionals and 
anyone who has a genuine interest in rare diseases. The campaign 
started as a European event and has progressively become a world 
phenomenon, with the USA joining in 2009 and participation in over 
80 countries throughout the world in 2016.  

In EU countries, any disease affecting fewer than 5 people in 10 000 is 
considered rare. Most patients suffer from even rarer diseases 
affecting 1 person in 100 000 or more. It is estimated that today in the 
EU, 5-8000 distinct rare diseases affect 6-8% of the population – 
between 27 and 36 million people. 80% of rare diseases have 
identified genetic origins whilst others are the result of bacterial or 
viral infections, allergies and environmental causes, or are 
degenerative and proliferative. 

50% of rare diseases touch children. 

Today, the ORPHANET database lists the descriptions of 5 868 rare 
diseases, and has grown into the number one online source of 
information on rare diseases worldwide. This tool is an invaluable 
resource for clinicians, health professionals and patients. In 2000, the 
EU Regulation on Orphan Medicines established a centralised 
procedure for the designation of orphan medicinal products and 
incentives for the research, marketing and development of medicines 
for rare diseases. The Commission has supported the ORPHANET 
project and Joint Action through its Health Programme. Since 2007, 
the EU has invested over €620 million in collaborative research on rare 
diseases. 

 

http://www.rarediseaseday.org/country/us/united-states
http://www.rarediseaseday.org/events/world
http://www.orpha.net/consor/cgi-bin/index.php
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2000:018:0001:0005:en:PDF


 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent Publications 
 Proceedings of the workshop on "Health Promotion & Primary 

Prevention - Exchange of Good Practices   

 Study on Decision-making processes of ICAO and IMO in respect of 
environmental regulations 

 Briefing on Climate action and the Emissions Trading System in 
China 

Upcoming Publications 
 

Proceedings of the workshop on “Supporting the market for secondary 
raw materials” 

 
To request a hard copy of any publication please contact:  
Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 

In-depth analysis on fossil fuel subsidies 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  
 
EU fuel quality monitoring — 2015: Summary report  
This report provides a summary of the quality of petrol and 
diesel used for road transport in the European Union under 
the requirements of the Fuel Quality Directive (FQD), 
based on the information reported by Member States for 

2015. EU Member States must sample fuels each year and analyse 
technical characteristics of petrol and diesel fuels sold in their 
territories to ensure that they are consistent with the requirements of 
the FQD. More 
 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
 
ECHA February Newsletter online  
This year’s first issue of the ECHA Newsletter explains 
what is being done to make sure that registrations are 
up to the expected standard and tells how the QSAR 

Toolbox and read-across can help companies in preparing registrations 
for chemicals. More 
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  
      
Antimicrobial resistance remains high, according 
to the latest report on antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) in bacteria by the European Food Safety 
Authority (EFSA) and the European Centre for 

Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). Bacteria found in humans, 
animals and food, such as Salmonella, continue to show resistance to 
widely used antimicrobials. The findings underline that AMR poses a 

serious threat to public and animal health. Infections caused by 
bacteria that are resistant to antimicrobials lead to about 25,000 
deaths in the EU every year. More 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC)  
 

Outbreak of yellow fever in Brazil  
In the beginning of February, in Brazil and in particular 
in the state of Minas Gerais, an outbreak of yellow 
fever with 155 confirmed cases has been reported. On 
31 January 2017 the World Health Organization issued 
a temporary yellow fever vaccination recommendation 

for international travellers to Brazil. What does this mean for EU 
citizens? Read more  
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 
Consultation on revised policy on access to 
documents 
EMA launched a public consultation on the 
proposed revision to its policy on access to 

documents. This policy describes the rules EMA applies to grant access 
to the documents that it holds, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 
1049/2001 which gives citizens a right to access EU documents. The 
revision is based on EMA’s experience with the original policy 
introduced in 2010. The new version extends the scope to include 
explicitly corporate documents and takes into account the Agency’s 
proactive approach to transparency that has led to the publication of 
many more documents on the EMA website since 2010. More
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